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Agenda

• Introduction and welcome

• Survey results and participation

• Paula/Dave presentations

• Questions!

• Next steps

• Group photo (turn on your cameras!)

NB: The meeting will be recorded!!



Some background information

https://community.wmo.int/govern
ance/advisory-group-volcanic-
science-applications 

https://wovo.iavceivolcano.org/ 

https://community.wmo.int/governance/advisory-group-volcanic-science-applications
https://community.wmo.int/governance/advisory-group-volcanic-science-applications
https://community.wmo.int/governance/advisory-group-volcanic-science-applications
https://wovo.iavceivolcano.org/


WOVO

• The very first action has been compiling an updated list of SVOs in the 
world! 

• A list is currently accessible on WOVO’s website.

• This list though does not completely align with the ICAO list of State 
Volcano Observatories (SVOs) currently in the IAVW documentation.
This is an ongoing effort led by WOVO and many institutions in 
collaboration with aviation authorities!



WOVO-VAAH 
(https://wovo.iavceivolcano.org/vaah-volcanic-ash-and-aviation-hazards/ )

• The VAAH core program aims to support State Volcano 
Observatories (SVOs) in fulfilling ICAO requirements and 
recommendations. 

• The program facilitates discussion on IAVW responsibilities and 
keeps SVOs informed about ICAO updates, including 
advancements and changes to the IAVW handbook and VONA 
structure.

• Updating the list of SVOs on IAVW (and supporting the process of 
formal recognition) 

• Ideas are welcome on what SVOs would like to focus, prioritize 
and plan!

https://wovo.iavceivolcano.org/vaah-volcanic-ash-and-aviation-hazards/


The survey 
• Form sent to a „mixed“ list in June 2025
• 25 questions about the type of monitoring conducted, the 

issuance of VONA, the awareness about IAVW, connections with 
VAACs, …

• Invitation to participate was reiterated at the EW4All workshop in 
Geneve in July 2025

• Multiple emails sent to encourage the participation

• The participation has been great and this is a first great 
achievement! 



The survey: the SVOs
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The survey: ICAO-SVOs
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Are you aware if your institute has been 
contacted before by ICAO representatives 
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Are you aware that  your institute is listed as 
one of the State Volcano Observatories in the  
ICAO Handbook for the International Airways 

Volcano Watch program?
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VONA and aviation color code
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Via email: 25
Via website: 8
Via telegram: 1
Via Fax: 1
Via other systems: 2 (social media)

How are VONA issued?



SVOs and VAACs
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Preliminary conclusions

• Overall there is good awareness about ICAO recommendations!
• SVOs issue VONA for eruptions, but not necessarily for volcanic unrest
• The majority of VONA are issued via email
• Of those issuing VONA, half of them use Aviation Color Code system
• Training is conducted at half of the SVOs and the majority do not 

practice the procedures with exercises (procedures are existing for 50% 
of the SVOs)

• The majority are in regular contact with their VAACs, but they are not 
practising together



Next steps

• Upload survey results and presentations on WOVO‘s website
• Upload meeting recordings to the WOVO‘s website
• Create a postlist to be used for further communication
• Centralized the distribution of VONAs through WOVO‘s webpage 

(by sending emails to a iavcei email address)
• Identify the key issues (unrest definition, colum height 

assessment, effusive eruptions, criteria for ACC, language barrier)
• Ad-hoc survey
• Working group
• Dedicated meetings focused on specific topics
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